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May 28, 2010

The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 lill Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

Thank you for recently submitting to Congress Connecting America: The National
Broadband Plan. We are writing to express our concern about the negative impact the
National Broadband Plan (NBP) would have on rural areas, and the people living in these
areas, if it were implemented as proposed by the staff ofthe Federal Communications
Commission.

In 2009, Congress mandated a plan that included "a detailed strategy for achieving
affordability and maximizing use of broadband to advance consumer welfare, civic
participation, public safety and homeland security, community development, health care
delivery, energy independence, education, employee training, private sector investment,
entrepreneurial activity, job creation and economic growth, and other national purposes."
Our concern is the NBP sets the United States on a course toward a greater digital divide
between urban and rural areas by proposing 4 megabits per second (Mbps) as the goal for
rural regions while boasting about the benefits of 100 Mbps for more densely populated
areas. Establishing such a low tlu'eshold (4 Mbps) for rural residents and businesses is
not enough broadband capacity for the next several years, let alone the fhture demands of
commerce, health care, education, energy and public safety.

Over the last three decades, small independent conununications carriers have invested in
networks in rural areas based on a relatively predictable regulatory structure and support
provided by the Universal Service Fund, both of which have led to success in the
deployment of voice and broadband service throughout much of the rural areas they
serve. As proposed, the NBP abandons this successful policy approach endangering our
national statutory goal of affordable and comparable communications service for all
consumers, including those living in rural and insular areas.

Our grave concern is that implementing the NBP as recommended will not provide all
Americans with adequate broadband service because it puts at risk the regulatory
structure and SUppOlt that rural communications providers need to maintain and expand
their networks. The plan as written will lead to job loss, less investment in rural areas, a
fulther erosion of state and local economies, and the deterioration of communications
services for our constituents. The economic future of our nation is riding on the
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development of a robust communications network for all citizens. Thus, we request that
you seriously consider these concerns and that you take the appropriate steps to modify
the plan's recommendations to ensure all Americans playa role in, and benefit from, the
global communications leadership Congress envisioned this plan evoking.

Sincerely,

Leonard Boswell
Member of Congress

Pete! eFazio
Member of Congress

~P
Christopher Carney
Member of Congress

Piiner
Member of Congress

Jerry Moran
Member of Congress

Tom Latham
Member of Congress

~~
Frank Lucas
Member of Congress



Lamar Smith
Member of Congress

~
Member of Congress

keJ0y
Member of Congress .

tfffdl?~
Member of Congress

R~~-
Member of Congress

HowardCOble
Member of Congress
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T1m Murphy r
Member of Congress

sA1et~-
Member of Congress

avid Loebsack
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Kurt Schrader
Member of Congress

Bill Owens
Member of Congress

ruce Braley
Member of Congress

Marion Berry
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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LynnJ~ ~----­
Member of Congress

Collin Peterson
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
Ruben Hinojosa
Member of Congress
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Tom Cole
Member of Congress

Dan Boren
Member of Congress

Mi eRoss
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Denny Rehberg
Member of Congress

incoln Davis
Member of Congress
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/ Lember of Congress



OFFICE OF

THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

October 13, 2010

The Honorable Timothy V. Johnson
U.S. House of Represcntatives
1207 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Johnson:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voicc-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your revicw.
The OBI paper details thc reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to cvolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressi ve and reprcscnts onc of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, whilc the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching cducationallecturcs
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "rcasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas. which is the standard mandatcd under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assurcd that I am committed to making broadband affordablc and attainable by all
Americans, regardlcss of where they live or which servicc providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that therc will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

October 13,2010

The Honorable Lynn Jenkins
U.S. House of Representatives
130 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Jenkins:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP callcd for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade scrvice and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addrcssing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps pernlits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video eonferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if] can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

October 13, 20 I0

The Honorable Ruben Ilinojosa
U.S. Ilouse of Representatives
2463 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hinojosa:

Thank you for your lener expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect Amcriea Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently. the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumcrs. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbp . Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits.
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated undcr Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average. of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and anainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. (look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

------ .
Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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October 13, 20 I0

The Honorable Sam Graves
U.S. House of Representatives
1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congrcssman Graves:

Thank you for your Ictter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. Thc NBP called for a
Corll1ect America Fund to cnable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical papcr addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details thc reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as thc data supporting the Targct continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represcnts one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
rcsidential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video eonfereneing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currcntly provided in urban arcas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for univcrsalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considercd­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of$30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainablc by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which scrviee providers they usc. I look forward to
working with you and othcr Members of Congrcss as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can bc of further assistance.

Sinccrely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

October 13, 2010

The Honorable Bob Filner
U.S. House of Representatives
2428 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Filner:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
scrvicc currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Bc assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
scrvice policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if 1 can be of further assistance.

Sincerel y,

,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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WASHINGTON

October 13, 2010

The Honorable Peter A. DeFazio
U.S. House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman DeFazio:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The 0131 paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today (or universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion. which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually. and lead to a universal service fee. on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

------ .
Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

October 13, 20 I0

The Honorable Lincoln Davis
U.S. Housc of Representatives
410 Cannon I louse Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Davis:

Thank you for your Ictter expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Targct speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details thc reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highestlevcls in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service. and 4 Mbps currently is the mcdian
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way vidco conferencing, and watching cducational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of thc fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am commitled to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

October 13,2010

The Iionorable Tom Cole
U.S. I louse of Representatives
2458 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Cole:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincercly,

•

Julius Genaehowski

Enclosure
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THE CI1AIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

October 13, 2010

The I Ionorable Howard Coble
U.S. House of Representatives
2468 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Coble:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's J00 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that 1 am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

:------ .
Juti us Genachowski

Enclosure
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October 13, 2010

Thc Honorable Chris Carney
U.S. Housc of Representatives
416 Cannon Housc Officc Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Carney:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Conncct Amcrica Fund to cnable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voicc-gradc service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Targct. Reccntly, thc Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff releascd a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your rcview.
The OBI paper details the rcasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting thc Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the BP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 perccnt of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video confcrencing, and watching cducationallectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban arcas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that nccds to be considcred­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
incrcase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
averagc, of $30 per month per American household.

Bc assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosurc
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WASHINGTON

October 13, 2010

The Honorable Bruce Braley
U.S. House of Representatives
1019 Longworth I-louse Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Braley:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America found to cnable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed. which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

Thc 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
rcsidential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fcc, on
average, of$30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Leonard Boswell
U.S. Hou e of Representatives
1427 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Boswell:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a teclmieal paper addressing the Target speed, which J am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is vcry aggressive and represents one of the highest Icvels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including wcb browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually. and lead to a universal service fcc, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

--_...-- .
Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Iionorable Dan Boren
u.s. House of Reprcsentatives
216 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Boren:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to cnable all U.S. households to acccss a network that is capablc of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the rcasons for the 4 Mbps level and notcs the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highcst levcls in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
rcsidential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
specd purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of conswners subscribe to broadband scrvice that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching cducationallectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing univcrsal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and Icad to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardlcss of where they live or which service providcrs they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Mcmbers of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that thcre will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski
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The Honorable John Boozman
U.S. House of Representatives
1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Boozman:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational1cctures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski
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The Honorable Marion Berry
U.S. House of Rcpresentati ves
2305 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Berry:

Thank you for your leiter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed univcrsalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. Thc NBP called for a
Conncct America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiativc (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
servicc currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of$30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am commincd to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans. regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski
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The Iionorable Earl Pomeroy
U.S. House of Representatives
150 I Longworth House Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear ongressman Pomeroy:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
spced purchased by consumers. Only 6 perccnt of consumers subscribe to broadband servicc that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband scrvicc at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video confercncing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
servicc currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal servicc fce, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they usc. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission tranSf0rl11S its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Iionorable Collin C. Peterson
.S. House of Representatives

2211 Rayburn I louse Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Peterson:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits.
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video confereneing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
scrvice currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans. regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Bill Owens
U.S. I louse of Representatives
2366 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Owens:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff rcleased a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is thc median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 pcrcent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video confereneing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for univcrsalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal ervice fcc, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be as ured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Conunission transfonns its universal
scrvice policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski
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The Honorable James L. Oberstar
U.S. House of Representatives
2365 Rayburn I-louse Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Oberstar:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of$30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I an1 committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans. regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Iionorable Randy eugebauer
U.S. House of Representatives
1424 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congrcssman Neugebauer:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies thc ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. f'ew
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video eonfereneing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparablc" to thc broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion atmually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to

working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Tim Murphy
U.S. I-louse of Representatives
322 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Murphy:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical papcr addressing the Targct speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes thc importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highestleveis in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas. which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Jerry Moran
U.S. Iiousc of Representatives
2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Moran:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect Amcrica Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies thc ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which 1am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolvc.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 pcr month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if 1 can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski
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The Honorable Betsy Markey
U.S. House of Rcprcscntatives
1229 Longworth House Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Markey:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggrcssive and rcpresents onc of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
rcsidential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching cducational lectures
onlinc in standard definition. The Targct speed also is "reasonably comparablc" to thc broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considercd­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contaclme if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski
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The Honorable Blaine Luetkemeyer
U.S. House of Representatives
I I 18 Longw0l1h I-louse Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Luetkemeyer:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustmcnts as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video confcrcncing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considcred­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assurcd that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski
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Thc Iionorable Frank D. Lucas
U.S. House of Rcprcsentativcs
231 I Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dcar Congressman Lucas:

Thank you for your letter exprcssing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's ( BP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff relcascd a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps levcl and notes the importance of pcriodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

Thc 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for univcrsalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps numbcr is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customcrs today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumcrs. Only 6 perccnt of consumers subscribc to broadband scrvicc that is
fastcr than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps pcrmits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including wcb browsing, c-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching cducational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target spccd also is "reasonably comparable" to thc broadband
service currently provided in urban arcas, which is the standard mandatcd undcr Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a [actor that needs to be considcrcd­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American houschold.

Be assured that I am commilted to making broadband affordable and altainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski
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The Honorable Tom Latham
U.S. I-louse of Representatives
2217 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Latham:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all .S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-rangc goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing. e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they usc. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

ulius Genachowski
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The Honorable Dave Loebsack
U.S. House of Representatives
1221 Longworth House Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dcar Congressman Loebsack:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiativc (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

Thc 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for univcrsalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-rangc goal. Few
residcntial customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps servicc, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumcrs to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
scrvice currently provided in urban areas, which is thc standard mandated under Scction 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase thc size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average. of $30 pcr month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providcrs they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
scrvicc policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitatc to
contact me if I can bc of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Rick Larsen
U.. Ilouse of Representatives
108 CaImon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Larsen:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I an1 enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video eonfereneing. and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they usc. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genaehowski
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The Honorable Ann Kirkpatrick
U.S. 1louse of Representativcs
1123 Longworth I-louse Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Kirkpatrick:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all .S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently. the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI papcr details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continucs to cvolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing. e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. 1 look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

incerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorablc Steve King
U.S. House of Representatives
1131 Longworth House Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman King:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to acee s a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a tcchnical paper addressing thc Target speed, which I am cnclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting thc Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and rcpresents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, whilc the NBP's 100 Mbps numbcr is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps serviec, and 4 Mbps currently is thc median
speed purchascd by consumers. Only 6 perccnt of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
fastcr than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumer to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing. e-mail. two-way video conferencing. and watching educational lectures
onlinc in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
scrvice currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American househOld.

Bc assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans. regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely.

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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Thc Honorable Don Young
U.S. House of Representativcs
21 I I Rayburn I louse Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Young:

Thank you for your letter exprcssing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capablc of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a teclmical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your rcview.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of pcriodic
adjustments as the data supporting thc Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps spccd is very aggressive and represents one ofthc highest levels in thc world
today for universalization, whilc the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Fcw
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the mcdian
speed purchascd by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband servicc at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits.
including web browsing, e-mail. two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard dcfinition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is thc standard mandated undcr Section 254 ofthc
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that necds to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase (he size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordablc and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which scrvice providers thcy usc. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as thc Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will bc no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hcsitatc to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincercly,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure



OFFICE 01'"

THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

October 13, 20 I0

The Iionorable Mac Thornberry
U.S. I louse of Reprcscntatives
2209 Rayburn IIouse Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Thornberry:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization levcl of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enablc all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a teclmical papcr addressing the Target speed. which I am enclosing for your rcvicw.
Thc OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes thc importance of pcriodic
adjustmcnts as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and reprcsents one ofthc highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
rcsidential customcrs today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
spced purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers ubscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, c-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching cducational lecturcs
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 ofthc
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that nccds to be considercd ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per Amcrican household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
servicc policies to ensure that there will bc no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•
Julius Genachowski

Enclosurc
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The Iionorable Lee Terry
U.S. I louse of Representatives
233\ Rayburn I-louse Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Terry:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Corlllect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that i capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
Thc OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currcntly is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target spccd also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if 1can be of further as istance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Lamar S. Smith
U.S. House of Rcpresentatives
2409 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Smith:

Thank you for your Ictter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enablc all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of conswners subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video eonfereneing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transfornls its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Mike Simpson
U.S. House of Representatives
2312 Rayburn I louse Orlice Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Simpson:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the ational Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commis ion's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considercd­
subsidizing univcrsal J00 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardlcss of where they live or which service providcrs they use. ! look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to cnsure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Kurt Schrader
U.S. House of Representatives
1419 Longworth I-louse Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Schrader:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently. the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video eonferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion. which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that 1 am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Jolm T, Salazar
U,S, House of Representatives
326 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D,C, 20515

Dear Congressman Salazar:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposcd universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America, Thc BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U,S, households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review,
The OBI paper dctails the reasons for thc 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

Thc 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and reprcsents one of the highcstlevels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchascd by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps, Broadband service at4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition, The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
scrvice currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considcred ­
subsidizing univer al 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the sizc of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardlcss of where they livc or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Mcmbers of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure thattherc will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitatc to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sinccrely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Mike Ross
U.S. House of Representatives
2436 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ross:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps levcl and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers 10 utilize its full benefits.
including web browsing. e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion arll1ually, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average. of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordablc and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of whcre they live or which service providers thcy use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Gcnachowski

Enclosure
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The Honorable Harold Rogers
U.S. House of Reprcsentatives
2406 Rayburn I louse Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congrcssman Rogers:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposed universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The NBP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the ational
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is the median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including wcb browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educational lectures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currcntly provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion alUlUally, and lead to a universal service fee, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Americans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they usc. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure



OF"F"lCE OF

THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

October 13, 20 I0

The Iionorablc Denny Rehberg
U.S. House of Representatives
2448 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Rehberg:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the effect of the National Broadband
Plan's (NBP) proposcd universalization level of 4 Mbps on rural America. The BP called for a
Connect America Fund to enable all U.S. households to access a network that is capable of
providing both high-quality voice-grade service and broadband that satisfies the National
Broadband Availability Target. Recently, the Commission's Omnibus Broadband Initiative (OBI)
staff released a technical paper addressing the Target speed, which I am enclosing for your review.
The OBI paper details the reasons for the 4 Mbps level and notes the importance of periodic
adjustments as the data supporting the Target continues to evolve.

The 4 Mbps speed is very aggressive and represents one of the highest levels in the world
today for universalization, while the NBP's 100 Mbps number is based on a long-range goal. Few
residential customers today subscribe to 100 Mbps service, and 4 Mbps currently is thc median
speed purchased by consumers. Only 6 percent of consumers subscribe to broadband service that is
faster than 10 Mbps. Broadband service at 4 Mbps permits consumers to utilize its full benefits,
including web browsing, e-mail, two-way video conferencing, and watching educationallcctures
online in standard definition. The Target speed also is "reasonably comparable" to the broadband
service currently provided in urban areas, which is the standard mandated under Section 254 of the
Communications Act for universalization. Cost is also a factor that needs to be considered ­
subsidizing universal 100 Mbps deployment today could cost as much as $320 billion, which could
increase the size of the fund to $40-50 billion annually, and lead to a universal service fcc, on
average, of $30 per month per American household.

Be assured that I am committed to making broadband affordable and attainable by all
Amcricans, regardless of where they live or which service providers they use. I look forward to
working with you and other Members of Congress as the Commission transforms its universal
service policies to ensure that there will be no digital divide in our nation. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely.

•

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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